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Creative Black Country Learning Day 

 



• Rural Touring 

• Outreach work 

• Arts with a social purpose 

• Community development 

• Work with homeless people 

• Work with older people 

 

• Why this approach works 



Rural Touring 



Rural Touring 

‘Village concerts 
are much more 
intimate and 
accessible, and 
you feel closer to 
– and part of – 
the performance.’ 



Rural Touring “It’s about 
bringing people 
together, so that 
new people can 
come to an event 
and meet people 
who they might 
have seen in 
passing, or they 
didn’t even know 
lived there, and 
they actually find 
their own place in 
the village.” 



The Bluecoat 



Théâtre du Fil 





Living  
Heritage 
Programme 



‘They are 
now more 
responsible, 
disciplined, 
united.’ 

Oresh 
Bulgaria 



Ivanovo 
Bulgaria 



Delogozhda  
Macedonia  



Helix Arts  
Newcastle 











‘For anyone over 60 who’d like another place to call home’ 

Meet Me at The Albany 



‘The kind of 
stereotype-
smashing thing 
that sticks two 
knitting needles 
up at anyone who 
dares assume day 
care for older 
people is about 
flower arranging 
and endless cups 
of tea.’ 

Saba Salman 

Meet me at the Albany 



Entelechy  
Arts, London 

‘Bed’  

Rosie Wheatland  

Bristol 2016 











Why do this work? 

• It’s fun, it’s easy and it’s enjoyable 

• It changes relationships 

• It’s exploratory and creative 

• It raises your profile 

• It builds skills, confidence and networks 

• It brings new sources of funding 

 



Feedback from groups – 6th July 2016 

1- Getting people to come together to do something positive; inspiring  people to do something 
different; (and that they might not be able to afford) - Watching people develop and grow; watching 
how seriously people take the activities; participation of local residents - Trying to get people from 
different backgrounds; how good projects can grow; - Need a fixed point/base & maybe a worker to 
catch the bigger picture 

2 – how young people took to things & how quickly an artist could be involved. What worked – the 
people & the personalities (people more important than money); commitment; enjoyment; 
momentum; learning – people would like to reach communities that aren’t engaging as much – 
reach further; work with specific schools – working with existing communities; 

3 – What’s going to happen when it’s all over, after the support (sustainability & future planning); 
involving people in new unexpected activities; discovering that people can do things; looking at the 
area, physically, history, place 



Closing Remarks  

Demonstrating local benefit 

Sustainable economic development 

Supporting voluntary commitment 

Dig where you stand 

Making friends with the media 

Accessible management 

An incremental approach 

Openness and honesty 

 


